
Second Grade Probe  

Cycles and Changes Over Time 

Units of Study Georgia Standards of Excellence 

Knights, Castles and 

Ancient Times 

3D Figures- 

STEM Castles 

Oral Presentation: 

Dragon Poems 

ELA2LSV1 The student uses oral and visual strategies to communicate. The student 

a. Interprets information presented and seeks clarification when needed. b. Begins to 

use oral language for different purposes: to inform, to persuade, and to entertain. c. 

Uses increasingly complex language patterns and sentence structure when 

communicating. e. Increases vocabulary to reflect a growing range of interests and 

knowledge. 

MGSE2.G.1 Recognize and draw shapes having specified attributes, such as a given 

number of angles or a given number of equal faces. Identify triangles, quadrilaterals, 

pentagons, hexagons, and cubes. 

Endangered Species and 

Native American 

Research 

 

Oral Presentation of 

Research 

SS2H1 The student will read about and describe the lives of historical figures in 

Georgia history. a. Identify the contributions made by these historic figures: James 

Oglethorpe, Tomochichi, and Sequoyah (development of a Cherokee alphabet  b. 

Describe how everyday life of these historical figures is similar to and different from 

everyday life in the present (food, clothing, homes, transportation, communication, 

recreation, rights, and freedoms). 

SS2H2 The student will describe the Georgia Creek and Cherokee cultures of the past 

in terms of tools, clothing, homes, ways of making a living, and accomplishments. a. 

Describe the regions in Georgia where the Creeks and Cherokees lived and how the 

people used their local resources. b. Compare and contrast the Georgia Creek and 

Cherokee cultures of the past to Georgians today 

SS2G2 The student will describe the cultural and geographic systems associated with 

the historical figures in SS2H1 and Georgia’s Creeks and Cherokees. a. Identify 

specific locations significant to the life and times of each historic figure on a political 

map. b. Describe how place (physical and human characteristics) had an impact on 

the lives of each historic figure. c. Describe how each historic figure adapted to and 

was influenced by his/her environment. d. Trace examples of travel and movement 

of these historic figures and their ideas across time. e. Describe how the region in 

which these historic figures lived affected their lives and compare these regions to 

the region in which the students live 

Sea Turtle Life Cycle 

 

“A Turtle Tale” 

Memorization for skit 

Life Science S2L1.  

Students will investigate the life cycles of different living organisms. a. Determine the 

sequence of the life cycle of common animals in your area: a mammal such as a cat or 

dog or classroom pet, a bird such as a chicken, an amphibian such as a frog, and an 

insect such as a butterfly.  

ELAGSE3RI9: Compare and contrast the most important points and key details 

presented in two texts on the same topic 



 

 

Solar System and Space 

 

“Planet Rap” 

Memorization for skit 

Earth Science  

S2E1. Students will understand that stars have different sizes, brightness, and 

patterns. a. Describe the physical attributes of stars—size, brightness, and patterns.  

S2E2. Students will investigate the position of sun and moon to show patterns 

throughout the year. a. Investigate the position of the sun in relation to a fixed object 

on earth at various times of the day. b. Determine how the shadows change through 

the day by making a shadow stick or using a sundial. c. Relate the length of the day 

and night to the change in seasons (for example: Days are longer than the night in the 

summer.). d. Use observations and charts to record the shape of the moon for a 

period of time.  

S2E3. Students will observe and record changes in their surroundings and infer the 

causes of the changes. a. Recognize effects that occur in a specific area caused by 

weather, plants, animals, and/or people. 

Rainforests  

(Tropical and 

Temperate Forests and 

Trees) 

 

The Rainforest Grew All 

Around 

Memorization for skit 

S2E3. Students will observe and record changes in their surroundings and infer the 

causes of the changes. a. Recognize effects that occur in a specific area caused by 

weather, plants, animals, and/or people.  

S2L1. Students will investigate the life cycles of different living organisms. b. Relate 

seasonal changes to observations of how a tree changes throughout a school year. c. 

Investigate the life cycle of a plant by growing a plant from a seed and by recording 

changes over a period of time. d. Identify fungi (mushroom) as living organisms. 

b. Relate seasonal changes to observations of how a tree changes throughout a 

school year. c. Investigate the life cycle of a plant by growing a plant from a seed and 

by recording changes over a period of time. d. Identify fungi (mushroom) as living 

organisms. 

STEM 
Activities 

S2CS3. Students will use tools and instruments for observing, measuring, and 
manipulating objects in scientific activities. a. Use ordinary hand tools and 
instruments to construct, measure, and look at objects. b. Assemble, describe, take 
apart, and reassemble constructions using interlocking blocks, erector sets and other 
things. c. Make something that can actually be used to perform a task, using paper, 
cardboard, wood, plastic, metal, or existing objects.  
 
S2CS4. Students will use the ideas of system, model, change, and scale in exploring 
scientific and technological matters. a. Identify the parts of things, such as toys or 
tools, and identify what things can do when put together that they could not do 
otherwise. b. Use a model—such as a toy or a picture—to describe a feature of the 
primary thing. c. Describe changes in the size, weight, color, or movement of things, 
and note which of their other qualities remain the same during a specific change. d. 
Compare very different sizes, weights, ages (baby/adult), and speeds (fast/slow) of 
both human made and natural things. 


